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Terry Gorman, President Shawn Seale, Past President 
Dr. David Granoff, President Elect Ann Seifried, Treasurer 
David Welsch, Vice President Mark DuFore, Secretary 

Fred Cholet, 7150 District Governor  Joette Deane, Area 8 Ass’t. Governor 

John Kenny, Rotary International President (Scotland) 
 
 

 
                 NEXT MEETING 

 
When:        September 15, 2009 
Where:       King Arthur’s Steakhouse 

  Program:   Valerie Edwin (AmeriCorp) 
 

 
 
Today’s Meeting Date: Sep 8, 2009 
Welcome and Call to Order:  12:15 p.m. 
Patriotic Song:  America (led by Randy Zeigler) 
The Pledge:  Terry Gorman 
Invocation: Ken Hayes 
Second Song:  In the Good Old Summertime (led by Randy Zeigler) 
Current Club Membership:  42 
 
 
Visiting Rotarians:   Dan Dey (Rochester Club) and Steven Perkins (Watertown Club)  
Honorary Rotarians:  Ruth Sayer 
Guests:   John Kares Smith (today’s speaker) 
Birthdays:  Stephen Wise (Sep 10), Vern Tryon (Sep 21), Ken Hayes (Sep 26), and David Granoff 

(Sep 28) 
Anniversaries:  Ann Seifried (1999), Viv Sayer (2001), Roger Modi (2005), Diane Dillon (2006), and 

Cora Brumley (2007) 
Fines/Happy Dollars:  Rick Tesoriero and Shawn Seale collected several fines and happy dollars today. 
50-50 Raffle:   Deana Masuicca won $3 but was unsuccessful in drawing the Ace of Spades and 

winning the grand jackpot of $3. 
Meeting Adjourned: 1:10 p.m. 
 
  
We were pleased to see those of you who attended today’s meeting: Cora Brumley, Bill Crist, Joette Deane, 
Mark DuFore, Karen Ferguson, Terry Gorman, Dave Granoff, Ken Hayes, Tony Henderson, Tom Ingram, Deana 
Masuicca, Cleane Medeiros, Debra Robillard, Frank Sayer, Viv Sayer, Shawn Seale, Ann Seifried, Selma Sheridan, 
Rick Tesoriero, David Welsch, and Randy Zeigler. 

Reporting Make-Ups:  Please report make-ups for missed meetings by sending an email to the Attendance 
Committee. Be sure to include the place or activity being used for the make-up, its date, and the date of the missed 
meeting. Absences from Rotary meetings may be made up by attending meetings of other Rotary clubs anywhere in 
the world, Rotary International or District functions, or Board of Directors’ meetings; participating in Rotary service 
projects; attending Rotary committee meetings; or by meeting online at a Rotary eclub. 
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Rotary Minute:   
From Charles Cotton (2004-2005 District 5730 Governor): “When I was a young man, my goal in life was to graduate 
from high school, since no one in my family had ever done so. My senior year, a student teacher trainee came to our 
school to complete the practicum for her teaching certificate. Her first day in class, she asked each of us our name 
and where we were going to college. When she came to me, I gave her my name and told her I was going to work 
after graduation. She looked me in the eye and said, "No, you are going to college!" Every day for the six weeks she 
was there, she would ask me where I was going to college. Her persistence changed my life, and I have been trying 
to repay that debt ever since. I always think of her as just an ordinary person who did an extraordinary thing and 
created a miracle in my life. To me, she personifies Rotarians and what we do for people. Rotary is a unique 
organization that allows people to rise above themselves and create miracles in people's lives. Every time I work on a 
project or read about a project I am reminded of what was done for me -- and that is why I am a Rotarian.” 
 
 
 
Job Well Done Recognition Award:  None today 
 
 
 
Calendar:   
September 25  District Conference in Albany 
October 5  Dinner with Group Study Exchange Team from Japan at Tabitha Tree Restaurant (Syracuse) 
October 6  Group Study Exchange Team from Japan visits Oswego  
 
 
 
Announcements: 

 The GSE (Group Study Exchange) Team from Japan will be arriving in early October and has scheduled 
Tuesday, October 6 for visiting Oswego. A dinner is also scheduled for Monday, October 5 at the Tabitha Tree 
Restaurant on John Glenn Boulevard in the Syracuse area. 

 
 The Oswego Salvation Army has created an “I Believe” team aimed at planning, coordinating, and conducting 

small fundraising projects. Interested Rotarians are encouraged to contact Vern Tryon. 
 

 If you haven’t done so, please consider contributing to The Rotary Foundation. All contributions are welcome. 
 

 Members who have programs to sponsor for any of our luncheon meetings are asked to contact Sue Witmer, 
Dave Welsch, or Dave Granoff.  
 
 
 

Today’s Program:  Dave Welsch introduced Dr. John Kares Smith, Interim Chair and Professor of Communication 
Studies at SUNY Oswego. The question posed by John for today’s discussion was “Is this any way to run a democratic 
election?” John answered this question by quoting Alice Roosevelt Longworth: “Never vote. It only encourages them.” 
Although John does not appear to subscribe to this concept (Alice probably didn’t, either), he does believe that we 
face a number of challenges in today’s world that make truly democratic elections hard to come by. One problem we 
face, suggested John, is “concentration of wealth.” According to John, eight major organizations are currently in 
charge of the media, which leads to fewer diverging opinions than if a greater number of these types of organizations 
existed. Another problem, John suggested, is that so many chat shows (on both television and radio) abound these 
days that true discussion of the issues is often discouraged -- because the chat shows tend to frame “the issues” in 
the extreme (i.e., in “black and white’) in order to interest their audiences. A related problem, John contends, is that 
news divisions now are expected to make money for their organizations, which therefore encourages them to 
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sensationalize the news and, as already noted, to frame the issues in the extreme. A final problem, John suggests, is 
that media organizations in recent years have moved away from the interpretation of “freedom of the press” to mean 
their right to present a wide variety of different views to their right to present as narrow a view as they wish – an 
action that also tends to discourage true discussion rather than encourage it. His recommendations? First – develop 
media literacy within consumer audiences and encourage criticism by these audiences when it is warranted. Second – 
encourage and develop independent media sources. And third – develop media activism. In other words, says John – 
we need open debate accompanied by widespread and informed public participation if we are to be successful in 
running truly democratic elections in this country. Thank you, John, for an informative and most enjoyable talk! 
 

 

 

          Dr. John Kares Smith 

 

                                                          

                                                        President Terry Gorman, John Kares Smith, and Dave Welsch 
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2009 PROGRAMS 

Date Rotarian Program 
Sep 15 Dave Welsch Valerie Edwin (AmeriCorp) 
Sep 22 Sue Witmer Cheryl Anderson (Cayuga Community College) 
Sep 29 Dave Welsch Sue Goodman Coffey (Oswego PD Youth Bureau) 
Oct 6 Dave Welsch George Demass (Titanic Historian) 
Oct 13 Terry Gorman Carl Young (NY Association of Homes for the Aging) 
Oct 20   
Oct 27   
Nov 3 Melanie Trexler Paul Scott (District Governor Elect) 

             
 

 
 
 

ASSIGNMENTS FOR MEALS ON WHEELS AND FRONT DESK/BANNER 
 St Luke’s Meals on Wheels  Front Desk and Banners 
 Sep 15   Seale/Seifried   Sep 15   Fitzgibbons/Ferguson 
 Sep 22  Seifried/Sheridan   Sep 22   Ferguson/Gleason 
 Sep 29  SUNRISE CLUB   Sep 29  Gleason/Spaulding 
                              

 
 
 
 
 

Oswego Rotary Board of Directors 
Dir-10:  Diane Dillon     Dir-11:  Sabine Ingerson    Dir-12:  Joette Deane  
Dir-10:  John Fitzgibbons     Dir-11:  Vernon Tryon    Dir-12:  Anthony Henderson  
Dir-10:  Deana Masuicca     Dir-11:  Randy Zeigler    Dir-12:  Melanie Trexler 

 
 

 
 

Oswego Rotary Foundation Board of Directors 
Dir:  Terry Gorman Dir:  David Granoff Dir:  Shawn Seale Dir:  Ann Seifried 
Dir:  Mark DuFore 
 

   

 
Paul Harris Fellows (Active Members)  

+ Benefactor   * Multiple PHF 
Edward Caraccioli Paul Heins Ann Seifried Richard Tesoriero * Robert Wood * 
William Crist Joseph Hutchinson Selma Sheridan Melanie Trexler * Randy Zeigler 
Joette Deane * H. Peter Kaulfuss Richard Shineman +* Vernon Tryon *  

Mark DuFore * Frank Sayer +* Corte Spencer * David Welsch 
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Rotary Foundation Sustaining Members 

William Crist Sabine Ingerson Frank Sayer Selma Sheridan Vernon Tryon 
Diane Dillon Thomas Ingram Shawn Seale Richard Shineman Robert Wood 
Mark Dufore David Granoff Ann Seifried Melanie Trexler Randy Zeigler 
Sherwood Dunham 
 

    

Rotary Foundation Sustaining Member: 
An individual who personally contributes $100 or more each year to the Annual Programs Fund. Contributions are 
cumulative throughout the Rotary year and donors receive a Sustaining Member badge sticker from the club. 
Contributions count toward Paul Harris Fellow. Our club will donate an additional $50 for each individual who 
personally contributes $50 or more each year to the Annual Programs Fund.   
 

 
 

Honorary Members of the Rotary Club: 2008-2009  
  > Sustaining Member *Multiple PHF 

Valerie Hutchinson         George Joyce         Monica Ravindra Shah         Neelesh Ravindra Shah 
Dennis Jerome               Ruth Sayer (PHF) 
  


